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Mi, Frod DeVinney 4/21/92 

251-2 Colomade Dr, 

Charlottesvillo, VA 22903 

Dear Fred, 

Thio. laorning I began to look at Barbie Zelizer's thesis, "CoMeriig the Body/* 

I have a low opinion ofl it and of Zelizer, and I’ll spend no more time on it. When I 
came, in akmijing, to the statement that cJhrles Roberts used his being part of the LBJ 
induction pool as the reason for writing his sycophantic book about the JKC assassina- 
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tion, I loot any possibility of reopecing Zelizer'o maturity, judgement or credibulity. 

I* VO not seen any identification of thf) Bcliool to wliich he elj^bmitted the thesis 
30 0 €urelo 8 oneoo also can bo added to criticisms of the thesis. But even if I knew the 
school I*d not be able to judge wljether his table of contents is mumbo- jumbo or the 
Ungtn used to moke simple, uverjjtday tilings seem mystical and beyond the comprehension 
of those of us who have not followed thaoc studies. It is far from plain English to me. 

First I read the sources. This list includes some rather dubious ones for real 
scholarship; some that are anti-Kennedy, like The Nation, i/here he distills some of Kop- 
kiiid *3 bile but does not list my criticisms of it that The Nation published; he has few 


real experts and draws heBvliljp on non *exper tSs , Don Delillo, whoso name he also 

spells ftelillo, and of all this in a work of supposed scholarship, his crapi^y novel as 
a spurco, plus some articles; he cites Ed Epstein's New Yorker Garrison arti^e without 
saying it was expanded into a book; and of books he includes Jim Bishop's treacle, for 
all tlii} world as though Bishop's v/riting is suitable for a thesis; he ha.s firoden listed 
as the sole author of liigh Treason, laid where ho lists High Treason lie says it was pub- 
lished in New York when it was published by the press he lists, Conservatory, in 
Baltimoi'o ^Croden was co-author, the bjook actually written by Harrison ^vingstone); 
he lists vanity publication, by Exposition, of Mayo, but does not list i^ylvia Meagher's 
n»agnific(mt Accessories after the Fact (or Howard Hoffman's Presumed ^uilty, both groat 
books); under Hoix>rts ho does fiot li:at the official one but under "Warren** he does ^or is 
it she?); Documentaries and Video-Tapes includes fictions, liko tlie British commerciali- 
zation and exploitation of the re-enacted "Trial" but it tloos not include the one really 
good and dependab?.e One, Selby's Ueasonable Doudt, wliich won the CINE highest award in 
the liistory division; and all in all have the impression that this is largely padding, 
mostly irrelevant and mostly also of incompetent opinion on the alleged subject. 

Hccoriling to'JJblizer I v/rote only two bouks, tlie last published in 1966. 

In terms of the fitle, I did not sec the name of a single reporter who protended 
"journalistic authority" on the subject imitter. (Oh, I see tb^chool is Communications. I 
can only wonder what kind of profs it has when 1 secj this garbage accepted as a scholar- 
ly thesis.)...! noticed that you higlilighted the abstract. - hope you think carefully be- 
fore you use tJiis as autlioritative in your own thesis. 

'^eat, iiarold Weisberg 




